
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PROGRAMME (version of 06 July 2008)  



 

Welcome 

It is a great pleasure to welcome you to the conference “The European Union and its Overseas 
Entities: Strategies to counter Climate Change and Bi odiversity Loss ”, an official event of the 
agenda of the French Presidency of the European Union. 

In view of the increasing challenges of climate change and biodiversity loss, the conference brings 
together for the first time representatives from the EU's 7 Outermost Regions (ORs) and 21 Overseas 
Countries and Territories (OCTs). These are joined by delegates from EU member states, the European 
institutions, selected Small Island Developing States (SIDS), international and regional organisations, 
research institutes, civil society and the private sector. The CO2 emissions are compensated through 
projects in the region.  

The conference aims to enhance and reinforce actions relating to climate change adaptation, sustainable 
energy, biodiversity conservation and ecosystem management. It will propose a portfolio of 
recommended actions and measures to address these issues across the EU’s Overseas Entities and the 
regions that surround them. 

 
 
 
 
 

Organised by: 
 

IUCN - International Union for Conservation of Nature 
National Observatory on the Effects of Global Warming (ONERC) 

Regional Council of Reunion Island 
Ministry of Internal Affairs and Overseas and Territorial Collectivities, France 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Supported by:  
 

Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs, France 
Ministry of Environment, Energy, Sustainable Development and Spatial Planning, France 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Programme Opérationnel 

de Coopération Territoriale 



GENERAL CONTEXT AND CHALLENGES  
 
The European Union counts 7 Outermost Regions (ORs) as integral elements of its territory and is 
furthermore closely associated with 21 Overseas Countries and Territories (OCTs). These 28 entities 
form a unique network distributed across all the world’s oceans. 
 
The ORs and OCTs harbour an extraordinary wealth of biological diversity, which represents a globally 
important natural heritage and is at the same time an essential dimension of their social, cultural and 
economic potential. This heritage has for a long time faced a number of severe threats including the 
destruction of habitats, the rapid spread of non-indigenous species and the pollution of the natural 
environment. These threats are now further compounded by the effects of climate change to which the 
ORs and OCTs tend to be particularly vulnerable. Under the coordination of IUCN, a scientific review of 
these risk factors will be presented, in French and English, at the occasion of the Reunion Conference. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In this context, the ORs and OCTs deserve the attention of the entire European Union. They are inhabited 
by European citizens and are located in areas of global ecological importance. Moreover, many of them 
neighbour countries - ACP countries and Small Island Developing States (SIDS) - with which the Union 
closely cooperates and which face many of the same ecological challenges. The ORs and OCTs 
therefore provide the European Union with an opportunity to both develop its sustainable development 
policies and to reinforce its global and regional contribution to environmental issues. With the support of 
Europe, the ORs and OCTs can become centres of excellence in research on sustainable development, 
the sustainable conservation of biodiversity, the development of renewable energy sources and the 
adaptation to climate change. 
 
Building on existing policies and commitments, the overall objective of this conference is to initiate a 
process leading to a new dimension in European Union environment policy, based around the ORs and 
OCTs and their cooperation with the neighbouring ACP countries and SIDS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ORs : Azores • Canary Islands • French Guiana • Guadeloupe • Madeira • Martinique • Reunion Island �  
OCTs : Anguilla • Aruba • Bermuda • British Antarctic Territory (BAT) • British Indian Ocean Territory 
(BIOT) • British Virgin Islands • Cayman Islands • Falkland Islands • French Polynesia • French Southern 
and Antarctic Lands (TAAF) • Greenland • Mayotte • Montserrat • Netherlands Antilles • New Caledonia • 
Pitcairn Islands • Saint Helena, Tristan da Cunha, Ascension Island • Saint-Pierre and Miquelon • South 
Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands • Turks and Caïcos Islands • Wallis and Futuna 
 

 



PARTICIPANTS 
 
Along with a number of representatives from Reunion Island, the conference will welcome around 350 
participants from around Europe and the world. These will include politicians, experts and members of 
civil society representing European, national, regional and local levels. More specifically, delegates will 
represent: 
 
·  all the ORs and OCTs (elected representatives and officials concerned), 

·  EU member states and their relevant national agencies (Ministers and officials concerned), 

·  the European Commission (Commissioners and officials concerned), 

·  the European Parliament (Members concerned), 

·  certain Small Island Developing States (Ministers), 

·  relevant regional and international organisations, 

·  relevant scientific institutions, 

·  civil society, including at least one NGO for each OR and OCT, as far as possible.   

 
The conference will close with a high-level day during which ministers and other decision-makers will 
come together in order to make political commitments. 

 
 

EXISTING POLICIES AND COMMITMENTS 
 
The conference will build on: 
 
·  The European Commission communications, 26 May 2004, "A stronger partnership for the outermost 

regions", and 12 September 2007, "Strategy for the Outermost Regions: Achievements and Future 
Prospects"; 

·  the Green Paper “A Future Maritime Policy for the European Union” adopted by the European 
Commission on 7 June 2006; 

·  the Green Paper “Adaptation to Climate Change in Europe - Options for EU Action” adopted by the 
European Commission in June 2007; 

·  the European Commission Communication “Halting the Loss of Biodiversity by 2010 - and Beyond” of 
22 May 2006; 

·  the final Declaration of the OCTs at the 2006 OCT-EU Forum in Nuuk, in which they requested the 
reinforcement of their cooperation with the European Union in terms of adaptation to climate change 
and management of the oceans and biodiversity; 

·  the “overseas entities” part of the 2006 Message from Paris on “Integrating biodiversity into European 
development cooperation”, approved in December 2006 under the Finnish Presidency by the EU 
General Affairs and External Relations Council; 

·  the resolution on “European Policy and Biodiversity in Overseas Territories”, adopted in 2004 by the 
4th World Conservation Congress in Bangkok. 

 
 

OBJECTIVES 
 
A.  Reinforce awareness amongst the European institutions, the EU Member States, the relevant 

regional and global institutions and the media about the unique natural heritage of the EU’s overseas 
entities, the threats that this heritage faces and the sustainable opportunities it can present; 

 
B.  Enhance the effectiveness of existing measures, propose new actions and reinforce cooperation 

between the EU, the Member States and the ORs and the OCTs in terms of adaptation to climate 
change, a model energy policy as well as the long-term sustainable conservation of biodiversity and 
ecosystem services; 

 
C.  Enhance regional cooperation between the ORs, the OCTs as well as their neighbours, and 

strengthen the voice of the ORs and OCTs on the international environmental scene in concert with 
the European Union and Small Island Developing States (SIDS). 

 
 



ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES 
 

 

1. Propose a portfolio of recommended actions and me asures  on biodiversity conservation and 
climate change adaptation to the European Union, th e relevant member states and the ORs 
and OCTs, aimed at: 
 
a. mapping, strengthening the implementation of and promoting knowledge about already existing policies and 

financial mechanisms; 

b. while respecting the different competences of the ORs, the OCTs, the Member States and the EU, ensuring 
that the ORs and OCTs are strongly taken into account in the following: 

- the White Paper on adaptation to climate change being prepared by the European Commission, 
- the European Strategy on invasive species currently being prepared,  
- the EU Water Framework Directive, 
- the European Maritime policy and the European Marine Strategy, 
- relevant regional or international bodies and agreements; 

c. enhancing the protection and sustainable management of threatened species and habitats of the ORs and 
OCTs, in particular to strengthen their resilience in the face of climate change; 

d. increasing the financial resources allocated to biodiversity conservation and climate change adaptation in 
the ORs and OCTs, particularly through the creation of sustainable financing mechanisms and a small-
grants scheme; 

e. ensuring that the challenges of climate change and biodiversity loss are adequately integrated through the 
evolution of the Strategy for the Outermost Regions and the forthcoming Green Paper “Future relations 
between the EU and the Overseas Countries and Territories”; 

f. promoting energy efficiency and ensuring that the assets of the ORs and OCTs in relation to the 
development and utilisation of renewable energies are effectively exploited by the relevant European 
strategies and financial mechanisms; 

g. in terms of scientific research: 

- compiling existing scientific information and making it available to the public and decision-makers, 
- conducting in-depth research to increase understanding about the impacts of climate change and the 

effective management of ecosystems in the ORs and OCTs,  
- converting the 28 ORs and OCTs into key assets in European research on biodiversity conservation, 

ecosystem management, climate change adaptation and renewable energies. 
 
2. Connect the stakeholders  concerned with the environmental challenges in the  ORs and OCTs:  
 

a. put in place a working group responsible for overseeing the implementation of the portfolio of recommended 
actions and measures, bringing together the European Commission, the EU member states, the authorities 
in the ORs and OCTs, regional organisations, relevant experts, civil society and the private sector; 

b. promote the launch of an initiative to fight Invasive Alien Species in all the European overseas entities; 

c. strengthen the NET-Biome Initiative on “Networking tropical and subtropical Biodiversity research in the ORs 
and OCTs in support of sustainable development” and explore opportunities for integrating new partners in 
the future; 

d. promote the creation of a new research and action network focused on the polar and sub-polar OCTs and 
on other relevant partners. 

 
3. Reinforce regional and global cooperation on env ironmental challenges  between the 

European Union, its Member States, the ORs and OCTs, as well as Small Island Developing 
States: 
 
a. reinforce cooperation on environmental issues in the regions where ORs and OCTs are located: the 

Caribbean, the Indian Ocean, the Pacific, the Guyana Shield, the North Atlantic, the South Atlantic, the 
Southern Ocean and Macaronesia; 

b. strengthen the participation of the ORs and OCTs in global initiatives focusing on the environmental 
challenges faced by islands;  

c. enhance the involvement of ORs and OCTs and allow their joint mobilisation with the EU and SIDS in 
environmental conventions and international negotiations on biodiversity and climate change. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



PROGRAMME 
 

Speeches and presentations in French or English, translation to French, English, Spanish and Portuguese 
 
 

Day 1 — Monday 07 July 2008 
 
 
Venue: Theatre of Champ-Fleuri, Saint-Denis de la Réunion 
 
 
09:00 Registration desk opens 
 
11:00 Opening: Setting the stage - perspectives on t he conference objectives 
 
 . Paul Vergès, President, Regional Council of Reunion Island and ONERC 
 . Nassimah Dindar, President of the General Council of Reunion Island, President of the Overseas Entities 

Committee in the Grenelle Environment Forum 
 . Russell A. Mittermeier, IUCN Council Member, President of Conservation International 
 . Aleqa Hammond, Minister of Finance and Foreign Affairs, Greenland 
 . Stefano Manservisi, Director General, DG Development, European Commission 
 . Jean-Louis Borloo, State Minister, Minister of Environment, Energy, Sustainable Development and Spatial 

Planning, France 
 
12:30 Lunch on site 
 
14:00 Session 1: The European Union’s overseas entit ies and their environmental challenges 

Presentation of the 7 Outermost Regions and 21 Overseas Countries and Territories (OCTs):  
statute, situation, natural heritage, regional context 

 
 . Jean-Philippe Palasi, Programme Coordinator, EU Overseas Entities, IUCN 
 . Tara Pelembe, Overseas Territories Officer, Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC) 
 
14:45 30’ Pause 
 
15:15 Session 2: Climate change and biodiversity in the ORs, OCTs and their regions 

Chair: Jean-Yves Meyer, Research Office, Government of French Polynesia 
 
  5’ Introductory remarks 
 15’ The reality of climate change and its physical consequences (Marc Gillet, Director, ONERC - National 

Observatory on the Impacts of Global Warming, France) 
 15’ Climate change and its impacts on terrestrial biodiversity and ecosystems (Chris Thomas, University of York) 
 15’ What’s happening in Greenland and the Arctic? (Inge Thaulow, Chair, Arctic Council Working Group on 

Conservation of Arctic Flora and Fauna) 
 
 10’ “Islands on the Edge: A Look at Climate Change in the Caribbean”, a film commissioned by the UK Foreign & 

Commonwealth Office, winner of the Green Leaf Award for Multimedia Productions in June 2008 
 
 15’ Impacts on oceans and marine resources (Charles Sheppard, University of Warwick) 
 15’ Potential socio-economic consequences (Rolph Payet, Special Advisor to the President of the Republic of the 

Seychelles, Lead Author of the IPPC Chapter on Small Islands) 
 30’ Interactions between tourism, climate change and biodiversity  

. Eugenio Yunis Ahués, Director of Programme and Coordination, UN World Tourism Organisation 

. Oliver Hillel, Programme Officer, Sustainable Use, Tourism and Island Biodiversity, Convention on 
Biological Diversity 

 30’ Plenary discussion 
 
17:45 Return to hotels 
 
19:30 Departure from hotels 
 
20:00 Reception hosted by the French Presidency of t he European Union  
 (Prefecture of Reunion Island) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 2 — Tuesday 08 July 2008 
 
 
Venue: Theatre of Champ-Fleuri, Saint-Denis de la Réunion 
 
 
09:00 Session 3: Adapting to the climate crisis 

Facilitator: Vincent Tardieu, Journalist and Scientific Consultant 
Chair: Carlos Fuller, Deputy Director, Caribbean Community Climate Change Center 

 
 5’ Introduction to the challenge: what is adaptation? 
 15’ Specific challenges for the EU overseas entities (Jérôme Petit, Research Officer, EU Overseas Entities 

Programme, IUCN) 
 15’ Adaptation mechanisms and activities under the UNFCCC (Rocio Lichte, Programme Officer, Adaptation, 

Technology and Science Programme, UNFCCC) 
 15’ Opportunities and limitations of climate change adaptation, and examples of adaptation plans (Carlos Fuller, 

Deputy Director, Caribbean Community Climate Change Center) 
 15’ A case study: the Strategy against Climatic Change of the Canary Islands (José Ignacio Gafo Fernández, 

Advisor, Agencia Canaria de Desarrollo Sostenible y de Lucha contra el Cambio Climático) 
 10’ Plenary discussion 
 
10:15 30’ Pause 
 
10:45 Session 4: Protecting and managing ecosystems t o counter climate change 

Facilitator: Vincent Tardieu 
Chair: Denis Girou, Director, National Park of Guadeloupe 

 
 5’ Introductory remarks 
 15’ Are we losing past investment in biodiversity and ecosystem conservation? An assessment of required 

management tools and operating budgets (Jeff McNeely, Chief Scientist, IUCN) 
 15’ The role of ecosystems in climate change adaptation: managing mangroves and coral reefs to favour resilience 

and reduce the vulnerability of islands (Bernard Salvat, IFRECOR) 
 15’ Invasive species: how to face an existing threat compounded by climate change? (Dominique Strasberg, 

University of Reunion Island) 
 30' The role and perspectives of local NGOs 

. Benoît de Thoisy, Scientific Director, Kwata, French Guiana 

. Elsmarie Beukenboom, Director, STINAPA Bonaire (to be confirmed) 
 25’ Plenary discussion 
 
12:30 Lunch on site 
 
14:00 Session 5: Towards sustainable energy and ener gy autonomy 

Facilitator: Vincent Tardieu 
Chair: Philippe Beutin, Regional Director, ADEME - Agence de l’Environnement et de la Maîtrise de 
l’Energie 

 
 5’ Introductory remarks 
 15’ The current situation in islands and the EU overseas entities, and their assets regarding renewable energies 

(Jean-Francois Lhuissier, Deputy Director, Systèmes Energétiques Insulaires, EDF) 
 30’ Sustainable energy technologies (current status and perspectives) and energy planning (Christel Thuret, 

ADEME & Laurent Gautret, Technical Director, ARER - Agence Régionale de l’Energie Réunion) 
 20’ Achieving the green energy revolution on Reunion Island by 2030 (Philippe Berne, Regional Council of 

Reunion Island and Jean Ballandras, Prefecture of Reunion Island) 
 35’ Plenary discussion 
 
15:45 30’ Pause 
 
16:15 Session 6: How can European policies help addre ss the environmental challenges in the ORs and 

OCTs? 
Facilitator: Yves de Soye, EU Overseas Entities Programme, IUCN 

 Chair: Reuben Meade, Minister of Agriculture, Land, Housing and the Environment, Montserrat 
 
 5’ Introductory remarks 
 10’ Ladislav Miko, Director, Protecting the Natural Environment, DG Environment 
 10’ Ana-Paula Laissy, Head of Unit, Coordination of Outermost Regions, DG Regional Policy 
 10’ José Gaillou, Vice-President of the Regional Council of French Guiana, Conference of Presidents of Outermost 

Regions 
 10’ Lut Fabert-Goossens, Head of Sector, Overseas Countries and Territories, DG Development and Relations 

with African, Caribbean and Pacific States 
 10’ Clive Stanbrook, President, Overseas Countries and Territories Association (OCTA) 
 10’ Gisèle Tarnus, President, SREPEN - Société Réunionnaise d'Etude et de Protection de la Nature 
 10’ Eric Blencowe, Head, International Biodiversity Policy Unit, DEFRA - Department for Environment, Food and 

Rural Affairs, United Kingdom 
 10’ A representative from the Ministry of Environment, Energy, Sustainable Development and Spatial Planning, 

France  
 35’ Plenary discussion 
 



18:15 End of working sessions 
 
18:30 Cocktail dinner offered by the Regional Counc il of Reunion Island 
  
19:30 Pre-launch of the documentary “Nous resterons sur terre” (We will stay on Earth, with English 

subtitles), in presence of film co-author Olivier B ourgeois 
 
21:30 Return to hotels 
 
 

Day 3 — Wednesday 09 July 2008 
 
 
07:00 Departure from hotels to Bébour-Bélouve Primary Forest  
 
08:30 Reunion Island: its Ecosystems and the National Park  
 Visit of the primary forest of Bébour-Bélouve with guides of the National Park, National Forestry Office 
 (ONF) and local NGOs 
 

 
 
12:00 Inauguration of the National Park of Reunion Island   

 
 Welcome from Jean-Luc Saint-Lambert, Mayor of La Plaine-des-Palmistes 
 Daniel Gonthier, President of the Board, National Park of Reunion Island 
 Julia Marton-Lefèvre, Director General, IUCN 
 Pierre-Henry Maccioni, Prefect of Reunion Island 
 
12:30 Creole Lunch, Plaine des Palmistes 
 
14:00 Session 7: Round-table or parallel workshops 
 
Venue: La-Plaine-des-Palmistes 
 
 

Round-table A Workshop 1 Workshop 2 Workshop 3 
How to adapt to climate 
change, enhance 
ecosystem resilience and 
reduce the vulnerability of 
human cultures and 
activities? 

Economic valuation of 
biodiversity and ecosystem 
services: what role in 
development strategies? Past 
experiences and future 
perspectives 

What strategies to counter 
invasive alien species? 

How to strengthen the role of 
civil society on environmental 
issues in the ORs and OCTs? 

Chair: Jeff McNeely (Chief 
Scientist, IUCN) 

Chair: Nicholas Conner 
(Principal Conservation 
Economist, Department of 
Environment and Climate 
Change, New South Wales, 
Australia) 

Chair: Clare Shine (IUCN 
Commission on 
Environmental Law, Institute 
for European Environmental 
Policy) 

Chair: Madeleine Jouye de 
Grandmaison & Alain Lipietz, 
Members of the European 
Parliament 

Coordinators: Neville Ash 
(Head, Ecosystem 
Management Programme, 
IUCN), Jeff Price (WCMC - 
World Conservation 
Monitoring Centre) 

Coordinators: Mustapha 
Kleiche (AFD – French 
Development Agency), Tara 
Pelembe & Deanna Donovan 
(JNCC – Joint Nature 
Conservation Committee) 
 

Coordinators: Eladio 
Fernández-Galiano (Head of 
Biological Diversity Unit, 
Council of Europe), Florian 
Kirchner (IUCN France), 
Soudjata Radjassegarane 
(Regional Council of Reunion 
Island) 

Coordinators: Sarah 
McIntosh (CANARI - 
Caribbean Natural Resources 
Institute), Yves Renard 
(IUCN), Alistair Gammel 
(RSPB - Royal Society for the 
Protection of Birds), Benoît 
de Thoisy (Kwata, French 
Guiana) 

 
 
18:00 Return to hotels  
 
19:30 Arrival at hotels - evening at own leisure 
 



Day 4 — Thursday 10 July 2008 
 
 
Venue: Reunion Island University, Saint-Denis de La Réunion 
 
 
 09:00 Session 8: Round-table or parallel workshops 
 
 

Round-table B Workshop 4 Workshop 5 Workshop 6 – Pa rt 1 
What strategies to advance 
sustainable development-
related research in the ORs 
and OCTs? 
 
 
 

What partnership between 
ORs, OCTs, the EU member 
states and the European 
Commission to promote the 
protection of habitats and 
species? 
 

How to achieve the energy 
revolution in the EU overseas 
entities? 

How to integrate the marine 
environmental challenges in 
the overseas entities into EU  
policy? 

 
1. Strategic planning of 

maritime and coastal 
space 

Chair: Philippe Berne (Vice-
President, Regional Council 
of Reunion Island) 
 
Facilitator: Vincent Tardieu 

Chair: Ladislav Miko 
(Director, Protecting the 
Natural Environment, DG 
Environment) 

Chair: José Ignacio Gafo 
Fernández (Advisor, Agencia 
Canaria de Desarrollo 
Sostenible y de Lucha contra 
el Cambio Climático) 

Chair: Carl Gustav Lundin 
(Head, Global Marine 
Programme, IUCN) 
 

Coordinator: Josiane Irissin-
Mangata (Coordinator, NET-
Biome Initiative, Regional 
Council of Reunion Island) 
 
 

Coordinator: Paul Delduc & 
Hélène Souan (Ministry of 
Environment, Energy, 
Sustainable Development 
and Spatial Planning, France) 

Coordinators: Franck Al-
Shakarchi (ARER) & Philippe 
Beutin (ADEME) 

Coordinators : Despina 
Symons (Director, European 
Bureau for Conservation and 
Development), Carole 
Martinez (IUCN French 
Committee), Yves de Soye 
(IUCN) 

 
 
12:30 Lunch on site, with a welcome message by Mohamed Rochdi, President, University of Reunion Island 
 
14:00 Session 9: Round-table or parallel workshops 
 
 

Round-table C Workshop 7 Workshop 8 Workshop 6 – Pa rt 2 
What challenges and 
opportunities for integrated 
regional cooperation? 

Towards a permanent 
working platform focused on 
the environmental challenges 
in ORs and OCTs? 

Sustainable financing 
mechanisms to address 
ecological challenges in the 
ORs and OCTs 

How to integrate the marine 
environmental challenges in 
the overseas entities into EU  
policy? 
 
Continued: 
 
2. Sustainable management 

of marine resources  
 

3. Conservation of marine 
habitats and flagship 
species 

Chair: Wilfrid Bertile (Vice-
President, Regional Council 
of Reunion Island) 
 
 
 

Chair: Miguel Castroviejo 
Bolibar, Environment 
Counsellor, Permanent 
Representation of Spain to 
the EU 

Chair: Jean-Yves 
Grosclaude, Director of 
Operational Technical 
Departement, Environment 
and Natural Resources, 
French Development Agency 
(AFD) 

Coordinators: Claude-Anne 
Gauthier (Ministry of Foreign 
and European Affairs, 
France) & Yves Renard 
(Caribbean Initiative, IUCN) 

Coordinators: Arnaud Collin & 
Jean-Philippe Palasi (IUCN) 

Coordinator: Alison Duncan 
(LPO – Ligue pour la 
Protection des Oiseaux) & 
Romain Renoux (WWF 
France) 

 
 
18:00 Return to hotels 
 
20:00 Departure from hotels 
 
20:30 Reception hosted by the General Council of Re union Island 
 (Villa du Département) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 5 — Friday 11 July 2008: Political Synthesis 
 
 
Venue: Theatre of Champ-Fleuri, Saint-Denis de la Réunion 
 
 
09:00 Messages of welcome to the closing day 
 
 . Paul Néaoutyine, President, North Province, New Caledonia 
 . Ahamed Attoumani Douchina, President, General Council of Mayotte (to be confirmed) 
 . Reuben Meade, Minister of Agriculture, Land, Housing and the Environment, Montserrat (to be confirmed) 
 . Frederico Cardigos, Director for Environment, Government of the Azores (to be confirmed) 
 . José Luis Herranz Sáez, Director General for Nature and Forest Policy, Spain 
 . Michel Laurent, Director General, IRD - Institut de Recherche pour le Développement 
 . Bakary Kante, Director, Division of Environmental Law and Conventions, United Nations Environment 

Programme (to be confirmed) 
 . Michel Jarraud, Secretary General, World Meteorological Organisation 
  
10:30 30’ Pause 
 
11:00 Session 10: What alliances between the European  Union, ORs, OCTs, ACP countries and Small 

Island Developing States to counter climate change a nd biodiversity loss ?  
Chair: Rolph Payet, Special Advisor to the President of the Republic of the Seychelles, Global Island 
Partnership, Sea Level Rise Foundation 

  
 15’ Overview of existing mechanisms and needs, by the Chair 
 
 105’ Podium debate and plenary discussion 
 
 . José Gaillou, Vice-President of the Regional Council of French Guiana, Conference of Presidents of Outermost 

Regions 
 . Laurens Warnink, Government of the Netherlands Antilles 
 . Kenneth Ebanks, Head and Chief Officer, Department of Planning, Cayman Islands 
 . Yves Renard, Caribbean Initiative Coordinator, IUCN 
 . John Crump, Polar Issues Co-Ordinator, UNEP/GRID-Arendal (to be confirmed) 
 . Gerald Miles, Regional Director for Asia Pacific, The Nature Conservancy, Global Island Partnership 
 . Richard Mann, Deputy Director General, Secretariat of the Pacific Community (to be confirmed) 
 . Ahmed Abdullah, Minister of Environment, Energy and Water, Republic of Maldives (to be confirmed) 
 . Monique Andreas Esoavelomandroso, Secretary General, Indian Ocean Commission (to be confirmed) 
 . A representative of the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs, France 
 
13:00 Lunch on site 
 
14:30 Session 11: Wrap-up of the conference and work shop results  

Chair: Struan Stevenson, Member of the European Parliament, Chair of the Intergroup on Sustainable 
Development 

 
 10’ Introductory remarks & video 
 50’ Conclusions from the round-tables and workshops (Anne-Claire Goarant, South Province, New Caledonia; Eric 

Blencowe, DEFRA - Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, United Kingdom; Frederico 
Cardigos, Government of the Azores) 

 15’ Presentation of the portfolio of recommended actions and measures resulting from the conference (Margarita 
Astralaga, Regional Director, Global Programme, IUCN) 

 
15:45 Session 12: Appeals and declarations 

Chair: Michel Jacquier, Deputy Director General, AFD – French Development Agency 
 
 15’ Appeal for the threatened species of the EU overseas  entities  

Sébastien Moncorps, Director, IUCN French National Committee & Elsmarie Beukenboom, 
Director, STINAPA Bonaire, Netherlands Antilles 

 
 15’ Declaration of the States of the Indian Ocean Commis sion  on their joint mobilisation against 

environmental threats. Monique Andreas Esoavelomandroso, Secretary General, Indian Ocean 
Commission (to be confirmed) 

 
 15’ The Message from Reunion Island  
  read out by youths from Reunion Island: Evelyne Tarnus (President of the Reunion Island Forum 

of Young Researchers in Science and Technology), Fanny Mody (a 2008 British Council Climate 
Champion) and Henri Hoarau (President of the General Youth Council of Reunion Island) 

 
16:30 30’ Pause 
 



17:00 Closing speeches 
 
 . Paul Vergès, President, Regional Council of Reunion Island and ONERC 
 . Paulino Rivero, President, Government of the Canary Islands (to be confirmed) 
 . Lionel Teihotu, Minister for Environment and Land Tenure, Government of French Polynesia 
 . Clive Stanbrook, President, Overseas Countries and Territories Association (OCTA) 
 . Ladislav Miko, Director, Protecting the Natural Environment, DG Environment, on behalf of Stavros Dimas, 

European Commissioner for Environment 
 . Claudia Wiedey, Ambassador and Head, Delegation of the European Commission to the Republic of Mauritius, 

Comoros and the Republic of Seychelles 
 . Ahmed Djoghlaf, Executive Secretary, Convention on Biological Diversity 
 .  Julia Marton-Lefèvre, Director General, IUCN 
 
Declaration of the French Presidency of the Council  of the European Union 
 
18:15 . Yves Jégo, State Secretary for Overseas Entities, Ministry of Internal Affairs and Overseas and 

Territorial Collectivities, France 
 
19:00 Press conference 
 
21:00 Closing party hosted by the Regional Council of Reunion Island  
 (On the west coast of Reunion Island) 
 
 
 

Day 6 — Saturday 12 July 2008 
 
Optional excursions  
 
South of the island: the Volcano Piton de la Fournaise and the 2006 lava flow 
09:00  Departure from hotels 
17:00  Return to hotels 
 

or 
 
The Piton Maïdo lookout over the Circus of Mafate (from 2000 m altitude) 
08:00  Departure from hotels 
12:00  Return to hotels, afternoon at own leisure 


